Length and hatchability of Schistosoma mansoni eggs.
Mature Schistosoma mansoni eggs, purely isolated from the intestines of infected mice, were allowed to hatch and classified microscopically according to their lengths. The hatching percentage and the type of shell rupture were studied. An inverse relationship between the length and hatchability of eggs was proved. Smaller eggs have a high hatchability percentage, while eggs larger than 160 um in length failed to hatch. The predominance of oblique type of tear in the shells after rupture suggests a longitudinal arrangement of egg shell chemical constituents.